105
young it was to be feared, for the perilous circumstances of the principality,, superadded to the troubles of a new succession. There was every reason, therefore, to apprehend, that either the Mahrattahs or the Pindaree chieftains in the neighbourhood, would attempt to avail themselves of the occasion, and to interfere in the concerns of Bhopal, in either of which cases, a second and more sincere application of our permanent protection of its legitimate prince, was to be expected as a natural consequence. The question, whether or no the Supreme Government should now direct its efforts to the accomplishment of these two objects (125), was thus forced upon the consideration of the Governor General in Council in the month of April, 1816." * * * It was now recommended, not only as a measure ancillary to the Nagpoor alliance, but also as a means of gaming a vantage ground for striking a blow at the predatory associations, which the Supreme Government was still left free to inflict, should any opportunity offer of catching their bands beyond their proper boundaries. The objections urged against
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forming such a connexion, had their foundation, apparently, in the apprehension of the risk of giving umbrage to the Mahrattah powers, which the steps taken in 1814 and 1815 had
(125)    With regard to Nagpoor and Bhopal: to establish a subsidiary force at the former.